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The past few years…

The Pune Chapter of INTACH was established in 1986 only two years after setting up of INTACH in New Delhi. Since then the Pune Chapter has been involved in several ongoing activities and some well-defined projects. The major achievements of the Chapter include 

a) Saving the Poona Gate Police Chowkey at the University and Law College Hills from a proposed road.

b) Increasing local awareness about conservation of cultural heritage and on the methods of garbage collection and disposal in residential areas through interaction with authorities, media, students, clubs and individuals.

c) Listing the grade I, II & III buildings of Pune under the jurisdiction of the Pune Muncipal Corporation.

d) Conceiving and Supporting the project for ‘Revitalizing the Environs of Shaniwar Wada, ’including its successful realization last year.

e) Identification & Preparation of base papers and proposals for the Heritage Map of Pune.

f) Initiation of action on the Model Colony Lake after long years of persuasion.

g) Hosting lectures, workshops, and seminars on subjects related to art, environment and culture.

This Patrika records the work done by members of the Pune Chapter either in an individual capacity or through the medium of INTACH. The medium does not matter so long as the aims are met. The purpose of the newsletter is both to introspect and to inform. It is a small pause in a task where only the tip of the iceberg has been won over. As the Pune chapter reorganizes itself, INTACH needs the help of many more thinkers and doers who are willing to join hands in a search for a better tomorrow. 

News

Executive Committee

The Pune Chapter has a new Convener, Co-Convener and Executive Committee. Mrs. Tara Warrior stepped down from the post of Convener, INTACH Pune, after 14 years of dedicated work at the end of 2000. The Convener Search Committee after a careful search selected Mrs. Arti Kirloskar as the new Convener. Mrs. Samita Gupta, the Historian, joined as the Co-Convener and an Executive Committee was formed. The members of the new Executive Committee in addition two the Convener & Co-Convener are:

Mr.  Kiran Kalamdani
Architect

Mr.  Sanjay Deshpande
Archaeologist

Mrs. Rashmi Ranade
Designer/Public Affairs

Mrs. Sanskriti Menon 
Environmentalist

Mr.  Shekhar Bonagiri
Lawyer

Projects

In addition to the on-going projects for which funding/sponsorship is currently being sought such as the Heritage Map; INTACH Pune is also drawing up a list of projects that it would like implemented in the next 3 years. A circular requesting members to suggest projects that they would like taken up has been sent to all members. The deadline for submission is March 31, 2001.

Reaching Out

INTACH Pune, wishes to broaden its local active membership to include citizens of a wide range in backgrounds who are willing to contribute their time, knowledge or money to improve things.

We would especially like to organize a group of dedicated people who would like to go to schools, colleges and other educational, social and recreational clubs to speak on the value, importance and meaning of both natural and man-made heritage.

Listing and Legislation for Architectural Heritage of Pune

Mr. Narendra Dengle who has been working on the Urban Heritage Committee (UHC) has urged the PMC to enlist the cultural and natural heritage sites in the newly merged 38 villages. The Grade III structures in the list are yet to be made statutory by the Govt. of Maharashtra, due to inordinate delays by the city improvement committee of the PMC. The Town Planning Dept., Govt. of Maharashtra, has been sent the list directly by the Urban Heritage Committee in the hope this will end the delay.

Kiran Kalamdani had filed a suggestion for enlisting the cultural and natural heritage sites in the hearings of the draft regional plan of Pune for 1990-2011. The committee who asked for such a list to be prepared and handed over to them has since received it. The case of the Prarthana Samaj in Budhwar Peth is an example of a valuable piece of Pune’s Heritage saved by the committee. 

For more information contact:

Mr. Narendra Dengle

Email: shankav@pn3.vsnl.net
Mr. Kiran Kalamdani

Email: kimaya@ip.eth.net
Heritage Committee for Panchgani and Mahabaleshwar

For those of you who have visited the Hill stations of Panchgani and Mahabaleshwar, the unplanned and often non-approved structures that are beginning to dot the landscape are a clear example of what can go wrong in areas where maximum restrain should be enforced. The environment and biota in the region is diversified and fragile. Work needs to be done to correct the problem before it is too late.

Towards this goal, Narendra Dengle and Kiran Kalamdani worked as honorary members on the Heritage Committee for Panchgani and Mahabaleshwar between July 1998 and Dec 1999. They visited several sites with other members of the committee and made their recommendations in the form of draft rules and regulations for the natural and cultural heritage sites of the endangered hill towns.

These however are just two of the numerous hill stations and hills that need to be surveyed. 

INTACH Pune, would like its members while on holiday in this and surrounding regions to record their impressions as well as what they saw via mediums such as photography, drawing, notes, etc., and send them in to the local chapter office.

Revitalizing Environs Of Shaniwarwada 

The project report submitted by the INTACH Central office in 1991 in association with the Pune INTACH Chapter was accepted as a base paper. The PMC, MTDC and the ASI worked in collaboration to complete the first phase of the project. The proposed Open-air Plaza opposite the Dilli-Darwaza, is now complete. The Chief Minister Mr. Vilasrao Deshmukh inaugurated the same on Jan 9, 2000. 

Sympathetic rehabilitation of the stall owners, locksmiths, and 57 shop owners located along the eastern walls for 50 years was a historic achievement of the PMC administration.  

A presentation of the work done was given at the Young Architect’s Festival in February 2000 in Pune and September 15, 2000 to the Urban Design Research Institute in Mumbai. Work on the second phase, which includes the Son-et-lumiere, building new walls and fences, revival of the fountains, is nearing completion. Partners of KIMAYA, Architects Anjali Kalamdani and Kiran Kalamdani have been appointed as advisors and architects for the project. 

The forthcoming stages of this project include the restoration of Nanawada, arrangements for guided walks through the ruins, a CD-Rom on Shaniwarwada, a conjectural model, preparation of a printed souvenir and a takeaway souvenir of the Dilli Darwaza.

Model Colony Lake

After many years of follow up and persuasion the Model Colony Lake project has gotten off the ground. The Pune Municipal Corporation has started implementation of the beautification program with Landscape Architect Ravindra Bhan as the consultant and Architect Narendra Dengle as the coordinator.

Recycling Meera Bapat’s House

Narendra Dengle was asked by Architect Meera Bapat to work out a solution for her idea of dismantling her old Wada in Shaniwar Peth and rebuilding a contemporary house using the timber frame in Kothrud. Narendra Dengle and his team of architects meticulously recorded each component of the old house and then developed Meera Bapat’s sketch for the new house into a workable solution. They made extremely detailed working drawings, supervised the task of dismantling, packing, transporting, unpacking, stacking and placing all the old timbers in the new house. A balance was struck between the new and the old, to demonstrate that it is possible to distill the essence of heritage while still being contemporary.

Mutha River Improvement Plan 

Several INTACH members have worked on various aspects of the controversial MRIP Plan of the PMC. There has been strong opposition and lately a stay order to the building of roads in the riverbed that has been welcomed by all members. INTACH has recorded the river ten years ago on videotape, and has clarified its stand to the do’s and don’ts for the project. 

Nomination of Sites for the World Monuments Watch 

World Monuments Watch (WMW), New York is a promotional venture that selects 100 monuments around the world and gives funding for the protection of a few of them. American Express Bank and several other organizations fund the project.

INTACH sponsored the Nomination of Torgal Fort in the Belgaum District of Karnataka owned by the Shinde Family of Pune, for the WMW in October 1999. It was not selected but it generated considerable interest and awareness about the southern outpost of Shivaji’s empire that shows traces of a seven-walled enclosure dating back from the tenth century.

Daulatabad Fort, was nominated for the WMW in association with the Aurangabad Intach Chapter in 1999, unfortunately it too was not selected.

This year INTACH, Pune Chapter has sponsored for nomination St. Paul’s Church, Pune where considerable conservation work has been done over the last few years. The church was built in Victorian Gothic style in 1867

Restoration of St. Paul’s Church

In March 1999. Architects Anjali and Kiran Kalamdani were appointed as advisors and architects for the project. The First phase of the project, which comprises of replacement of gargoyles and roof gutters and cornices is nearing completion. Mrs. Tara Warrior, Dr Samita Gupta and Sanjay Deshpande visited the site and expressed their appreciation of the work, as have members of the press. Further funds are required to complete the project and please feel free to contact the local chapter if you can help in any way.

Review of Nomination of Ajanta and Ellora on UNESCO World Heritage Sites List

The Architectural Heritage Division, INTACH, New Delhi asked Kiran Kalamdani to review the two world famous sites in the light of the new developments carried out by the MTDC through grants given by the OECF (Japan based Overseas Economic Co-operation Fund) in May 1998. These sites were found to be lacking on several counts such as the provision of facilities for visitors, housekeeping, conservation and presentation of the exhibits etc. A report was submitted to the Architectural Heritage Division, INTACH, New Delhi.

Listing and Proposals for Earthquake Affected Heritage Sites of Latur & Osmanabad

Following the Earthquake of Sept 30, 1993, the World Bank had agreed to give loan assistance to the Govt. of Maharashtra for the Earthquake Affected Heritage Sites of Latur and Osmanabad Districts. The Architectural Heritage Division of INTACH, New Delhi had asked Kiran Kalamdani to visit the places, list the sites, assess the damage and produce a financial and technical proposal for the project. Some fifty sites were listed and proposals made within a very short period. Though the project did not materialize and the World Bank withdrew their commitment, the Govt. of Maharashtra might one day implement the proposals. Several hitherto unknown sites were discovered during the visit.

Riverfront Development and Forestation Components of the Godavari Action plan for Nashik 

In December 1995 a group of multidisciplinary professionals called Group Godavari was formed under “INTACH, New Delhi at Nashik for consultancy services for Riverfront Development & Aforestation under the Godavari Action Plan for the Nashik Municipal Corporation. 18 Kms of the Godavari River within Nashik Municipal Corporation limits was surveyed and an Action plan prepared.  The Maharashtra State Govt. approved the plan and it is now in the process of receiving approval from the National River Conservation Directorate, under the Ministry of Environment. Group Godavari has prepared a comprehensive plan (Approx. Cost Rs. 40 crores) and have given detailed proposals upto tender stage for Rs. 3.80 crores. A part of the proposals has been implemented and the preparations for the Kumbha Mela in 2003 are underway.

Riverfront Development for Chandrabhaga River at Pandharpur

Based on the Nashik experience a similar group was formed at Pandharpur to think over the problems faced by the 10 lakh pilgrims who visit this town of less than 1 lakh people twice a year. At a presentation of the work by INTACH at Varanasi, Mathura, Vrindavan and Nashik, the local representatives, bureaucrats and NGOs met on August 4, 1997. As inadequate facilities for toilets and lodging tend to make the riverfront a much abused and hazardous place on health grounds. Epidemics of Cholera and Typhoid are common after each festival in July and November. An approach paper has been submitted to the Pandharpur Municipal Council. The situation here is unusual, as the prosperity enjoyed by the popular Vithal Mandir does not pay for the improvement of the town or for the betterment of the pilgrims.

Rediscovering Bhosari

On May 24, 2000 Sanjay Deshpande and Kiran Kalamdani set out to find out about the ‘rude stone enclosures’ mentioned in the old Gazetteer (Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Poona District, Volume XVIII, Part III, originally printed in 1885, pages 114-119). After making preliminary inquiries, several burial sites and ‘hero stones’ were found. In one of the sites an earthen pot and a brick were found which according to experts from Deccan College are from the Satvahana Period. The late Dr. Sankalia of the Deccan College had carried out several studies on the subject and has published the findings. A letter has been sent to the Commissioner, PCMC to make the authorities aware of this unique aspect of Prehistoric/ Megalithic burial sites. There has been no action on the project and the villagers of Bhosari continue to use the stones as rubble for building. INTACH Pune, would like volunteers to survey the areas of Pune district and record its antiquity. Special reference will be placed on finding out how much of what was once found still exists.

Heritage Map, Pune

Rashmi Ranade has been collecting information for and designing a Heritage Map for the city of Pune. The project is now at the stage where funding is required for the proofs and then production. The map will be both sold and used for educational purposes.

Restoration of Shinde Chhatri, Vanavdi

At the request of Mr. R.N.Hegde (Dept of Archaeology and Museums, Govt. of Maharashtra),  Kiran Kalamdani paid a visit to the Shinde Chhatri at Vanavdi and prepared an approach paper which was sent to the Shinde Devasthan Trust, Shri Madhavrao Shinde and to Vasundhara Shinde. None of the above have acknowledged receipt or given any indication of the urgency for action on the same.

Restoration of Amriteshwar and Someshwar Temples at Pune

At the request of the trustees of the temple trust, Kiran and Anjali Kalamdani prepared an approach paper for the restoration of the Amriteshwar and Someshwar Temples at Pune. The trust is yet to take action on the report.

Shivaji Market

INTACH Pune, has observed that at regular intervals the Pune Cantonment Board suggests proposals that essentially include the tearing down of old structures often of Heritage value such as Shivaji Market and replacing them with new shopping complexes.

To prevent this from happening in the future, Mrs. Samita Gupta has updated and completed a list of all heritage Buildings within the Cantonment area. The list awaits submission at this time as the Chapter is waiting for a meeting to be scheduled with the GOC-in-C.

Conversations with the official stall owners at the market have revealed the absence of a proper plan for the maintenance of cleanliness and the presence of numerous unauthorized hawkers.

Other Projects

Individuals and groups interested in preserving, exhibiting and developing regional craft traditions have contacted INTACH Pune, for help. We would therefore like members to contribute information on craft traditions that they have encountered for consideration. Please send as many details as possible.

Sanskriti Heritage Trails

A workshop

A three day workshop was held on 21-23 May 1998 on various works that NGOs could do for Revitalizing the Environs of Shaniwar Wada. Several organization like the CEE, BVIEER, WWF, YUVA Cummins Nature Club and INTACH participated in the workshop that concluded with ideas for increasing awareness from treasure hunts, concerts, a sound and light show and puppet shows.

The Ahmedabad Experience

An Interaction

Debashish Nayak of the CRUTA Foundation, Ahmedabad visited the city and interacted with the members on guided walks and ways of furthering the movement through the Pune Municipal Corporation. He showed slides and spoke about his Ahmedabad experience.

Heritage Walks and Leaflets

Student projects

Five students of the IMDR (Institute of Management Development and Research) interacted with Kiran Kalamdani on directions from Tara Warrior to think about ways and means to make the guided walks more sustainable. These five students (Gautam Vaidya, Abhimanyu Yeri, Mohita Hattangadi, Danish Khan and Sarang Gaekwad) studied the history of Shaniwar Wada, familiarized themselves with INTACH, prepared a text leaflet on the genealogy of the Peshwas and were taken on guided walks of the area with 25 others as an awareness project.

Teacher Training

On December 2,1999 several teachers of the Architecture Colleges in Maharashtra were taken on a guided walk of the Shaniwar Wada by Kiran Kalamdani as a part of the Teachers Training Workshop organized by the Bhanuben Nanavati College of Architecture, Hingne. Sanjay Deshpande also participated in the walk.

Icons Of Pune

Fifteen Students of the fourth year M.M.M College of Architecture 1999-2000 worked in groups to graphically present several heritage architectural elements commonly seen in the Pune. Doors, windows, columns, arches, towers and spires which represent Pune were visited, documented and presented as posters as apart of their curricular work guided by Kiran Kalamdani. Dr. Samita Gupta arranged for a lecture and exhibition of the works at the Nowrosjee Wadia College where it was attended by a large number of students

Lectures

The Soroptimist International Club of Poona (a group of professional women) was given a presentation of the work of the Pune chapter on 11/11/2000 at the Poona Club. 

Students of the BKPS College of Architecture invited Narengra Dengle and Kiran Kalamdani for a Design Jury presentation in which an Interpretation Center and museum for Bijapur was designed by several students.


Member Projects

Those members interested in submitting projects for consideration and taking up should send them to the local chapter office by Mar. 31 2001.

Publications

India 50 Years Of Independence: 1947-97 Status Growth & Development of Architecture

129 pages; Published by B.R.Publishing Corporation, Delhi. Price Rs. 200/-.

Written by Dr Samita Gupta and Shri Kiran Kalamdani, this slim volume on fifty years of Architecture has a significant section devoted to the efforts of INTACH, the Archaeological Survey of India and other agencies working towards the effort across the country. 

Pune, Queen Of The Deccan

304 pages; Published by Elephant Design Pvt. Ltd., 2000

A significant book on the history and geography of Pune City was co-authored by Dr.Samita Gupta and Dr. Jaymala Diddee. This elegantly produced book published by Elephant Design Pvt.Ltd. (Price Rs. 1500/-) was released by Shri.Sharad Pawar on April 29, 2000.  Ever since its release, this book has generated considerable awareness and interest in individuals and groups about the history of the city. The book can and should be seen and used as a resource in understanding the city’s growth.

 Available at all major bookshops


An Appeal

INTACH is a nationwide NGO committed to the cause of conserving India’s rich and diverse manmade and natural heritage. With the head Office in Delhi and over 140 chapters across the country INTACH undertakes action plans, increases awareness, motivates people, provides know-how and if necessary undertakes legal action to meet its objectives.

The Pune INTACH Chapter invites you to join in the task of conserving India’s Manmade and Natural Heritage by becoming members. Various categories of memberships are as follows:


Type of membership
Admission Fee 


Annual Fee


Corporate ©
Rs 
2,00,000/-


Nil

Donor
(D)
Rs 
1,00,000/-


Nil

Institutional (I)
Rs 
1,000/-



Rs 200/-

Life (L)

Rs
3,000/-



Nil

Associate (A)
Rs         500/-



Rs 100/-

Ordinary ( to be elevated to Associate category)

Rs 100/-

Student (S)
Rs         50/-



Rs   25/-


Membership application with cash/cheque/bank draft of requisite amount in favour of INTACH Pune chapter may be handed over to the Convener. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Mr./Mrs/Ms. …………………………………………………………. 

Address……………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

Pin…………………Occupation………………………………………

Age………………………….. Membership Category………………..

Field of special Interest………………………………………………..

Admission Fee Rs……………… Annual Fee Rs…………………….

(Add Rs 10 for outstation cheques) Total Rs…………………………

I enclose a cheque/draft made out to INTACH, Pune chapter

Membership No………………………..(in case of renewal)

Date………………..

Signature ……………………………………………………

Pune Office:

12 Clematis gardens

12A Boat Club Road

Pune 411001

Tel: (020) 612-2158

Email: intach_pune@yahoo.com
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